distinct Persian influence especially as regards the open and the balconies.
The Madras a was in a flourishing condition in the time of Ferishta staffed
as it was by professors and divines from the most distant countries of Asia,
and equipped with a library of 3000 manuscripts* In 1696 the building
suffered from great damage from lightning which deprived it of half of its
front and half of the southern wings. Through the neglect of several
centuries this superb monument has fallen into a shameful state of dila-
pidation, but adequate measures are now being taken to make the existing
portions of the building structurally sound and to improve their appearance
by the removal of debris and rubble walls from the interior, the excavation
of the high plinth and the levelling and turfing of the surrounding lands.

RANGIN MAHAL.

The Rangin Mahal is a picturesque monument of the Barid Shah
kings. It consists of several vaulted apartments decorated with enamels and
mother-o'-pearl work. The painting and gilt have unfortunately all dis-
appeared, and the carvings as well have been concealed under a thick
coat of white-wash which had been applied strenuously for over a quarter
of a century.

MEDAK SUBAH

TFMPLE AT DICHPALL1.

The temple has a picturesque situation, built on an eminence at the
foot of which splash the waters of a large tank. In the middle of the tank
there is a pillared hall to which on festive occasions the votaries resort for
purposes of worship. The architecture of the building is of considerable
merit, being solid in construction and graceful in finish. The deep cornice
pediments, and towers suggest Dravidian influence. iSee page 103)

MOSQUE AT KOMATUR (MEDAK).

It is a picturesque mosque in the Qutub Shahi style. The beauty of
the mosque lies in its perfect symmetry. (See page 112)
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